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Institute for Biogenesis Research-Center for Biomedical Research 
Excellence (IBR-COBRE) Pilot Project Funding Opportunity 

Announcement (FOA) 
 
Overview:  
The IBR-COBRE is funded by the NIGMS to support the development of a center for biomedical 
research excellence in developmental and reproductive biology within the Institute for Biogenesis 
Research.  
To further that goal and recognizing that NIH R01 and R21 applications that are multi-PI have a greater 
chance of being funded compared to single-investigator grants, the IBR-COBRE is offering Pilot Project 
Awards that will support the development of competitive applications for external funding in the IBR by 
developing collaborations between IBR faculty, and between IBR faculty and other researchers across 
the campus to broaden the scope of IBR research.  
Purpose:  
The purpose of this FOA is to provide support for principal investigators to accrue data for a subsequent, 
larger NIH grant application, R01 or R21. The proposals should clearly describe how this funding will 
facilitate the team’s specific plan to apply for additional funding. 
Eligibility: 
• Only proposals submitted by at least two collaborating investigators at Assistant Professor or above 

career level proposing a new joint project will be accepted. 

• At least one of the collaborating investigators must be from the IBR. 

• The proposed project cannot overlap with a currently funded project of any of the submitting 
investigators.  

• Investigators currently funded by other COBRE grants at UH are not eligible.  

• PIs currently supported by the 2020 IBR COBRE Pilot award can apply for a continuation of funding 
ONLY if they intend to submit an R01 resulting from the sponsored project by October 1, 2021. If 
their application is selected for funding, the award will be made ONLY AFTER the R01 is submitted. 
The continuation funding is meant to be used to generate more preliminary data that could be used 
for resubmission of the R01. 

Review Criteria: 
The major criterion for funding will be the likelihood that the pilot project will lead to a successful 
competitive NIH R01 or R21 application within 1 year of the commencement of pilot funding. Factors 
that will be considered in review include but are not limited to: PIs’ qualifications, impact and significance 
of the project, innovation, clarity of experimental plan description, likelihood that proposed goals will be 
achieved within 1 year timeframe. 
Funding decisions: 
The External Advisory Committee will review the applications and make final determinations on which 
projects will be funded. 
Funding Source:  
National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS, P30 131944) 



 
Key Dates:  
Request for Proposals Released 10 February, 2021 
Applications Due to Pilot Project Director 25 March, 2021 
Applications Review by EAC Completed 15 April, 2021 
Decisions Announced and Submitted to NIH for Approval 17 April, 2021 
Projected Start Date (pending approvals) 01 June, 2021 
Project End Date  31 May, 2022 

 
Project Duration:  
One year. No carryover beyond project period.  
Submission process: 
Applications should be submitted to the Pilot Project Director as a single pdf file including the following 
components: 
1. NIH face page (fp1; https://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/phs398/fp1.pdf) 
2. NIH format project summary (30 lines of text maximum) 
3. 2-page long Research Description:  

Page 1: Specific Aims page of the future R01/R21. 
Page 2: Description of what preliminary data for the future R01/R21 grant will be obtained within 1-
year time-frame with the support from the IBR COBRE Pilot funding. PIs currently supported by the 
2020 IBR COBRE Pilots should include information on what was achieved during the 1st year of 
funding.  

4. NIH biosketches for both Investigators 
5. Budget and budget justification (detailed, 1 page maximum) 
6. IACUC/IBC approval letters (if applicable) 
7. * See below- completed Human Subjects Form E, a copy of the IRB approval, and investigator 

CITI certificates. 
* If the proposed study involves new analyses of human subjects or biological samples that were 
previously collected and the new analysis is approved under an existing IRB protocol, you must also 
submit a completed Human Subjects Form E, a copy of the IRB approval, and investigator CITI 
certificates. For additional guidance see https://www.nidcd.nih.gov/research/clinical-
studies/researchers-professionals/human-subjects-clinical-trials-information-form. 
The applications that are incomplete will not be considered. 
Funding level and allowable expenses: 
We anticipate funding up to four projects under this announcement pending NIGMS approval. Requests 
for up to $50,000 in direct costs per single project may be submitted. Funds can be used for personnel 
salaries (excluding salary for two submitting Investigators), supplies, or equipment.  If a planned project 
involves human subjects it should be based on data captured under a previously IRB-approved protocol 
(or exempt).  
All expenses must be allowable under NIH guidelines. Additionally, the following restrictions apply: 

• Equipment costs over $5,000 – not allowable. 

• Significant foreign participation – not allowable. 



• Laptops/computers – not allowable. 

• Tuition and fees for graduate students – not allowable.  

• Travel – not allowable. 

• Subcontracts to institutions located in non-IDeA states – not allowable. However, services 
provided in non-IDeA states can be purchased on a fee-for-service basis. 

• Publication costs (i.e., page charges) – not allowable. 
If you have questions, contact: 
Monika A. Ward, Ph.D., Pilot Project Director 
mward@hawaii.edu 
 


